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Aeroflot to resume direct
flights to Sri Lanka in
October

Direct flights between Moscow and Sri Lanka are set to
resume on October 4, according to Ruwan Ranasinghe, Sri
Lanka's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Employment
Abroad, and Tourism. The official made the announcement to
RIA Novosti, confirming that Aeroflot will restart the service

after a period of suspension.
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Russian Travel Digest is online newspaper about Russian Travel Industry in English. It
is focused both on outgoing and incoming tourism business in Russia and CIS. The readers are the
top managers of hotels, destination management companies, airline companies, national and
regional tourism boards.

Russian Travel Digest (www.russtd.com) is created in March 2015 by Baginet LLC. The Mass Media
Registration Certificate is EL No. FS 77-63402 of October 16, 2015.
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Good morning! You're reading Russian Travel Digest - here is everything you need to know about
the outbound and inbound travel market of Russia and CIS. All news are published on
www.russtd.com

Middle East
UAE and Gulf tours back on sale: Russia lifts travel warnings

Russia has officially lifted its travel warnings for six Gulf countries, meaning tour operators can
now sell trips again without restrictions. The Ministry of Economic Development of Russia
cancelled the advice to avoid travel to the UAE, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, and Saudi Arabia.
The warnings were originally introduced due to tensions in the Middle East. Now, tour operators
and travel agencies are free to promote and sell tours to these destinations again. Tour operators

are already updating their offers.

Europe

How will Russians fly to Turkey now?

On May 25, Turkish airlines Air Anka and TailWind
ceased operations in Russia due to the expiration of
temporary permits previously issued by the Federal Air
Transport Agency (Rosaviatsia). However, the carriers
managed to sell tickets to tour operators (primarily

Anex Tour) until the end of October.
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Aeroflot boosts flights to Turkey for peak season
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Russian flag carrier Aeroflot has announced additional
regular flights to Turkish resorts from Moscow and six
Russian cities to meet high summer demand. From
Moscow's Sheremetyevo, extra services will operate to
Bodrum, Dalaman, and Antalya (June 26 - Oct 11, two

extra daily flights).

More and more Russian tourists are choosing the
Chinese island of Hainan for their beach holidays,
according to the article published by ATOR
(Association of Tour Operators of Russia). The numbers
are breaking records. From January to May 2026,
Hainan welcomed 308,000 Russian tourists. This is
67.4% more than in the same period last year.

Royal Jordanian launches direct Moscow-Agaba flights

Europe

Jordan's national carrier Royal Jordanian is sel lo
launch  direct regular flights from Moscow
Domodedovo Lo Agaba, Jordan's main resort on the Red
Seca. Scheduled to begin within the current summer
2026 navigation season, the new service will operate
twice weekly on modern Airbus A32zoneo aircraft.

Russian Schengen refusals drop to 6.3%

In 2025, nearly 43.000 Russian tourists were refused a
Schengen visa, according to new data from the
European Commission. While the refusal rate has heen
falling for the third consecutive year, applicants
continue to face significant financial losses, mainly due
to non-refundable consular and service fees.
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